
 

 

   

 
 

FROM THE PASTOR…   
 

February 2018  (Invite someone to “Come and See” 

share these first four pages with them) 

Dear Members of Zion’s Lutheran Church, 

Each year the calendar of days and months moves 

forward. Your birthday does not fall on the same 

weekday each year.  Sometimes this movement 

creates some church challenges as we had when 

Christmas Eve fell on a Sunday morning this past 

year.  How the date of Easter is set is too complicated 

for me to get into here in this letter. Suffice it to say, 

that those who produce those “old fashioned 20
th

 

century” things known as paper greeting cards would 

love to have Easter be a “set date” each year.  But it 

isn’t! 

This year, the date of Easter and the preceding season 

of Lent provide an amazing opportunity for 

conversation and comparison about the nature of 

love.  Since Ash Wednesday falls on the Day of St. 

Valentine, February 14, we could have a conversation 

about God’s love is different from human love.  

Since the Festival of the Resurrection of Our Lord – 

Easter Day falls on April’s Fool’s Day, April 1, we 

could remember that God “fooled” darkness and the 

devil by raising Jesus for the grave.   

With these two days “bookending” Lent this year, 

we will be able to make some extra connections to 

God’s salvation story in the Bible and to our own 

stories of faith.  While our human love is imperfect, 

God’s love is perfect. Whereas human love 

sometimes fails, God’s love never does. While 

human love can be positive and nurturing, it also can 

be lacking and absent.  God’s love is active and 

carefree, showing up wherever and whenever it 

chooses, with whoever it chooses. Of course, we 

can’t fully figure out either human love or God’s 

love, even though we try really hard to.  

Martin Luther liked to say to his 16
th

 century world 

that God’s love and work was done through 3 

institutions: family, government and the church. This 

was insulting and divisive to the church of Luther’s 

day which thought that it had exclusive control over 

all that was good and godly. Luther wrote one of his 

catechisms to help families teach the faith at home.  

Governments were changing and the seeds of future 

democratic thinking were beginning to germinate in 

the city councils of Germany and across Europe. 

“Working for the common good” would soon become 

a foundational principle for the public life of citizens. 

During the 6 weeks of Lent that begin soon, people 

in the world who long for a deeper connection with 

God but don’t know where to turn, or how to find it, 

may be more receptive to hearing about the 

amazing man from Galilee who died to save 

everyone.  Lent is the season of the year when 

Christian spirituality is most on display for people to 

see.  For those of us who are on the “inside” of 

church life, it provides an opportunity to have 

conversation with those who feel that they are 

“outside”.  Many have heard and now ignore church 

life because of a past hurt or because they think that 

“church people” are judgmental and exclusionary. 

Now is the time to prove them otherwise!  

In these divided and contentious times, may we work 

together to be a place that invites, welcomes, and 

nurtures the Christian faith. There will be additional 

worship and study opportunities during Lent for you 

and people you know to take advantage of.  They 

need to be invited to do so-by you! There will be 

“sacramental instruction opportunities” to invite 

people to participate in. Anyone who has not been 

baptized or has yet to receive the Holy Meal is 

invited to do so.  We believe that God comes to us in 

the water, in bread and wine to bring us life and 

forgiveness. 

 



 

 

Is there a person in your life you could reach out 

to and invite them to deepen their relationship 

with God?  Is there someone who needs more 

faith, who needs a community of love, who needs a 

place to belong? 

As a community of the “beloved”, we know that God 

loves us and accepts us for who we are, with all of 

our warts, bunions, and imperfections.  We know 

what it feels like to receive and be empowered by 

God’s love.  Can we invite others to go on life’s 

journey of faith with us? 

You know how to reach me. You know what we do 

together. You know what God has already done in 

Jesus. Now, may we go and invite.  “That the whole 

world may know…” 

I am yours in faith 

Pastor Bruce Osterhout 

Cell 610-914-2795     

pastorbruce@zionslutheran.org   

New Home Phone 610-396-5106 

 

What is the season of Lent all about? 

+ The 40 days before the celebration of Easter have 

long been used as an instructional time for    new 

Christians who prepare themselves for baptism and 

entrance into the faith community. 

+ The life and ministry of Jesus Christ is studied and 

more deeply reflected on during this time. 

+ The liturgical worship color is purple, a royal or 

kingly color, as in the purple/scarlet color of Jesus 

robe in Matthew 27:28, “elegant” in Luke 23:11 and 

tunic referred to in John 23:23) 

+ A time that remembers Noah spending 40 days and 

nights in the Ark (Genesis 8:6) , the people of Israel 

wandering in the wilderness for 40 years before they 

reached the promised land, and that Jesus was 

tempted in the wilderness for 40 days and nights after 

his baptism. 

 

2018 Lenten Opportunities to learn more about 

the Life/Ministry of Jesus 

Pastor Bruce will post a daily Lenten devotion on 

the “Zion’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Perry 

Township” Facebook page, beginning Monday, 

February 12 through Easter Sunday, April 1. Email 

him at pastorbruce@zionslutheran.org if you would 

like to receive the devotional by email. 

Tuesdays at 2 p.m. around the cross in the 

Fellowship Hall (or weather permitting at the 

Labyrinth outdoors) (Feb. 13, 20, Mar. 6,13,20,27) 

Wednesdays at 11 a.m. around the Cross in the 

Fellowship Hall (or weather permitting at the 

Labyrinth outdoors) (Feb. 14, 21, 28, Mar. 7,14,21) 

Wednesdays  5:45 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. 

Meal/Study/Craft around the Cross in the 

Fellowship Hall  You may show up at any time 

during this time. 6:45 -7:15 p.m. Worship around 

the cross including Table Fellowship w/Communion 

(Feb. 14, 21, 28  March 7,14,21) 

Thursdays at 11:30 a.m.   Lenten Worship with 

Soup Buffet  at various Northern Berks 

congregations.  Zion’s Lutheran hosts the first one 

on Feb. 15. (Feb. 22, Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22) 

Lenten Saturdays at 5 p.m. around the Cross in 

Fellowship Hall (Feb.17,24, Mar 3, 10,17, 24) 

Lenten Sundays at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  Worship 

with Holy Communion (Feb. 18,25,                      

Mar. 4,11,18,25) 

Sunday School classes engage God’s Word and 

build student relationships with God and each 

other on Sunday mornings from 9:15 -10:15 a.m.  

All classes are open and welcoming to newcomers. 

Baptismal instruction for parents and 

children/youth and their sponsors/godparents will 

be held on Saturday, February 17, March 3, and 

Saturday, March 17 at 3 p.m. for anyone interested 

in being baptized on Saturday, March 31 at 5 p.m. 

at the Vigil of Easter worship service. Attend one 

or all if deemed necessary. This is the oldest 
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Christian worship service, beginning in the darkness 

of sin and ending in the bright light of Easter dawn. 

First Communion Instruction for children/youth 

and adults (normally Kindergarten/First Grade or 

older) on Sundays, March 11, 18, 25 (following 

10:30 a.m. worship including lunch, and meeting 

until 1:30 p.m. First Communion would likely be 

received on the Night of the Last Supper, Maundy 

Thursday, March 29 at 7 p.m. Parents can speak 

with Pastor Bruce as to when they think their child is 

ready to receive the Holy Meal. Older youth and shy 

adults can simply accompany the class activities, 

speaking with Pastor Bruce for deeper instruction as 

desired.  New adults to the faith community may 

appreciate and benefit from this refresher course. 

Children and youth who do not commune presently 

should come forward when they are during worship, 

to receive a blessing, as a part of their orientation to 

the Holy Meal. 

Some questions for parents/grandparents to 

consider in thinking about Holy Communion 

instruction for their young person: 

+ How familiar is your young person with 

“worship”? 

+ Is your child curious about God and about how 

God works? 

More questions about your child….+ Has your young 

person ever attended Sunday School? 

+ Has your young person ever read Bible stories 

before? 

+ Does your child know the words of The Lord’s 

Prayer? 

+ Does your child need to gain some life perspective 

and receive some moral instruction about how to 

show respect and treat other people? 

+ Will you as a parent or grandparent help your child 

continue to grow in their faith after they receive the 

Holy Meal?  

All ages but especially school age children and youth 

gain knowledge and faith by attending Sunday 

School regularly, one hour per week.  Zion’s has 

faithful, capable and caring teachers waiting to share 

their faith with your young person on Sunday 

mornings at 9:15 a.m. 

New Members will be received into the 

membership of Zion’s Lutheran Church 

possibly at all 3 worship services during 

the weekend of March 24/25. Please make an 

appointment with Pastor Bruce to discuss your faith 

and your faith background.  Those wishing to become 

a part of the Zion’s Lutheran faith community:                                                                                                  

+ want to live among God’s faithful people                                                                                                                

+ hear the word of God and share in the 

Lord’s Supper                                                                                              

+ tell about the good news of God in Jesus 

through their words and deeds                                                                 

+ serve all people, following Jesus’ example                                                                                                                      

+ strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 

Active members of Zion’s Lutheran 

Church:                                                                                                         

+ receive Holy Communion (please complete 

a communion card at least once during each 

year)                                                                                                                                  

+ give offerings                                                                                                            

(using a pew envelope, your set of yearly 

envelopes, or giving online)                                                                                                                          

+ serve God and others through church and 

community activities and programs (sign-up, 

volunteer, show up, help out, be willing when 

asked, offer to help)                                                                                                              

+ strive to pray for others daily                                                                                                                                      

+ try to worship regularly                                                                                                                                                   

+ support church projects that help others 

We pray for God’s Spirit to help us in our 

outreach to those who have not heard  the 

Good News! 



 

 

Volunteer Responsibilities for February 

 

GREETERS 

4-8:00 am Lois Deturk  

4-10:30 am Tiffany Gruber 

11-8:00 am Venus Fioravanti and Rita Decker 

11-10:30 am  Carl & Carolyn Hollenbach 

18-8:00 am Leone Family 

18-10:30 am David & Mary Mengle 

25-8:00 am Nelson & Ruth Ann Eyer  

25-10:30am Richard & Donna Long 
 

ACOLYTES 
4-8:00 am  Ty Seidel 

4-10:30 am  Drew Koller 

11-8:00 am Bella Denatala 

11-10:30 am  Morgan Gallagher 

18-8:00 am  Ty  Seidel 

18-10:30 am Drew Koller 

25-8:00 am  Bella Denatala  

25-10:30am Morgan Gallagher 

 

LECTORS 

4-8:00 am  Needed 

4-10:30 am Mark Dreibelbis 

11-8:00 am  Rita Decker 

11-10:30 am  Mark Price 

18-8:00 am Venus Fioravanti 

18-10:30 am Faye Heckman 

25-7:00 pm Janine Dreibelbis   

25-8:00am Jeanette Heckman 
 

Altar Guild: Kim Olszewski and Wanda Hoherchak 

 

Bread Baker:  Faye Smith 
 

Opportunity House Meal: Tina Blake – Capt.,  

Mary Mengle, Dave Mengle, and Paul Weidner 

 

Mail Team #3: Thursday, Feb.22
nd

   

Michael Puglia, Mary & David Mengle 

  

 

The February Food Pantry items are:   

Spaghetti Noodles 
Please place donations in the shopping cart in the 

narthex.  Thanks for helping members of our 

community to be able to help ends meet!

 
 

 

Upcoming Events At Zion’s. 

 

 The Labyrinth's next meeting date is Monday, Feb. 

12, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. in the church library. We've 

had a long rest since our last meeting, so it's back to 

work again to review what we researched on items to 

possibly be added to the labyrinth project. Monday, 

April 9
th

 at 7 p.m. Bishop Sam Zeiser will be at 

Zion’s to dedicate our labyrinth.  The Scouts will 

have a Celebration Supper beginning at 6 p.m. there 

are 4 new Eagle Scouts this year! Engraved 

dedication bricks for the Labyrinth are still welcome. 

February 14
th

 is Ash Wednesday.  

 

WINTER WEATHER AND WORSHIP: We 

cannot predict, but we can prepare.  Weekday bad 

weather cancellation of programs, rehearsals, and 

meetings will be tied to what the Hamburg Area 

School District is doing for the day. If HASD 

cancels, has an late start or early dismissal, 

then all church programming including 

meetings are suspended for the day. This 

eliminates the need for multiple phone calls, and 

hopefully everyone will understand.  Sunday 

morning complete cancellations will be a decision 

made between the Pastor and the Council 

President. It is more likely that the Sunday 

morning schedule would be abbreviated: No 8 a.m. 

service and no Sunday School, which would give 

time for the parking lot to be cleared in the event 

of a Saturday evening snowstorm. For large 

groups, or for Sunday school and worship events, 

cancellations will be posted on Channel 69’s 

website: www.wfmz.com (click on “Weather”, 

then “School & Business Closings”, then “Z” in 

the list index.  On TV, it should be on the scrolling 

bar on the bottom of the TV screen.  Information 

will also be on Facebook at:  

https://www.facebook.com/ZionsChurch/  If 

you're not sure about a scheduled meeting, simply 

call the Church at 610-562-3112.  Some activities 

may still be held at the discretion of the activity 

leaders.   

 

http://www.wfmz.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ZionsChurch/


 

 

Zion’s Senior Adults  will meet  on Thursday, 

February 15
th

, 10:30 a.m.! 

Come join for cards, games, and fellowship! 

Northern Berks Ministerium Lenten worship at 

11:30 a.m. followed by a Soup Buffet.  Soup 

makers are needed. See Brenda Hartman. 

 

 

 

EXTRA!  EXTRA!  READ ALL ABOUT IT!!! 

 

A Life Touch Photographer is coming 

April 9, 10, 19, 20
th

 and 21
st
.  Sign Ups will begin 

February 11
th

.  Get your family picture taken with 

your pet.  Consider a multigenerational picture with 

Great Grandma and all the children.  Years later 

when grandma isn’t around you can look at the 

picture and see how the children have grown- a 

keepsake for life. 

 

Having your picture taken means each family 

receives a FREE 8 x 10 photo and FREE 

DIRECTORY just for participating.  Have you 

wondered who is that family, now you will be able to 

look them up in the directory?  You will have the 

opportunity to purchase additional photographs for 

yourself, family and friends if you desire.  No 

pressure will be done to purchase additional 

photographs. 

 

 

 

What is your Passion? 
A Passion Sunday in February is when 

members can share with each other a 

passion/collection they have. It can be a passion for 

drawing, art or a collection of plates, trains, crafts, 

scarves, nativity set, photos, etc.  I’ve read if you 

have 3 of something it is a collection, so it doesn’t 

have to be a huge collection. I’ll be sharing my 

collection of tins. 

You will place your items on a table and be 

available to answer questions in the fellowship hall. 

I’ll make signs for your display. Set-up will be 

Sunday morning February 11, 2018 by 9:00 A.M. so 

members can view them after 8:00 A.M. worship and 

before & after Sunday school and the 10:30 A.M. 

worship service. The reason I like passion/collection 

Sunday is it helps us get to know each other better 

and think of each other more often.  After the first 

passion Sunday that Pastor Bruce had, every time I’d 

see an elephant, I would think of the late Harry 

Sohon, because of their elephant collection shown on 

Passion Sunday. 

Please contact me, Ruth Ann Eyer, at 610-

562-4930 or Neyer297@comcast.net, before I contact 

you -  if you’re interested!  Passion Sunday this year 

will be held on February 11, 2018 weather 

permitting.  There also is a sing-up sheet posted 

outside the office door. 

 

 

 

 

Zion's Book Club 
 
The book club will meet on March 15th at 7:00pm 
in the church library to discuss 

"Big Little Lies" 
by Liane Moriarty. Please join us. 

 

Library Shelves 

  If any member reads any books from the church 

library, will you please consider writing a short 

paragraph/book review and submit it to Amanda to 

be included in the next newsletter.  Thanks!  

 
New items added to the library collection since the 

last newsletters are listed below: 

 

Juvenile:  Children’s Book of Prayers 

 

YA Fiction:  “ Refugee” by Alan Gratz (book club 

read) This book follows 3 different refugees from 3 

different countries.  Josef leaving Nazis Germany in 

1938, Isabel leaving Havana, Cuba in 1994 and 

Mahmoud leaving Aleppo, Syria in 2015. The main 

characters are young adults. The book tells us how 

being a refugee is seen through their eyes and their 

perspective. An excellent read! 

 

Adult Fiction:  “The Preacher’s Wife” by Brandi 

Boddie and “The Lady in the Attic” by Tara Randel 

 

Biography:  “One Fire” by John O’Leary. The seven 

choices to ignite a radically inspired life.  “We Are 

Their Heaven” by Allison Dubois. Why the dead 

never leave us. 
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Bible:  “Chronological Study Bible” written in the 

order that things happened. 

 

Inspiration: “The Family Book of Advent” by Carol 

Garborg 

 

Memoir: “The Middle Place” by Kelly Corrigan” 

(book club read) This story is about a woman dealing 

with a cancer diagnosis. 

 

Christian Life: “The Vow” by Kim & Krickitt 

Carpenter. The life that Kim and Krickitt Carpenter 

knew was shatter two months after their marriage, 

when their car was hit from behind by a fast-moving 

truck.  A massive head injury left Krickitt in a coma 

for weeks. 

 

DVD:  Joseph Rosendo’s Travel Scope – Switzerland 

and Germany 

 

 
 

Special Thanks, Prayers, & 

Thoughts 

 
 
Pray for those in California. Who are victims of 

the Wild Fires, and Mud Slides losing their homes, 

and businesses. 

 
Please help the Hurricane Harvey-Irma and 

Marias Victims. Visit www.LDR.org or use a pew 

envelope.  

 

 

Thanks to Zion’s Family for sending Christmas 

Cards to me, your caring touched my heart.  

Love, Nancy Leiby 

 

 

Thank you to my Church Family for all your kindness 

shown to me during my recovery. Your cards, phone 

calls, meals and driving me to apt. were all 

appreciated. I’m very grateful.  

Shirley Sohon. 

 

 

Zion’s Women of the ELCA extends a warm thank 

you to the congregation for supporting the “Reverse 

Advent Calendar” project benefiting Safe Berks.  A 

total of 28 containers were purchased with a Thrivent 

Action Team card and distributed to Zion’s members 

to fill with items needed for daily living.  A special 

thank you to Carol & Gary Rothermel for delivering 

the containers to Safe Berks!  Zion’s can and does 

make a difference in the community by helping those 

less fortunate than ourselves. 

 
Shut In Mailing List 

 

Mrs. Jane Francis 

Grand View Manor 

129 Houck Rd. 

Fleetwood, PA 19522 

 

Mrs. Mary Ellen Fraunfelter 
        1421 Philadelphia Ave.  #242 

     Chambersburg, PA 17201 
 

Mrs. Dorothy Kline 

Laurel Center 

125 Holly Rd. 

Hamburg, PA 19526 

 

Mrs. Gloria Fisher 

Laurel Center 

125 Holly Rd. 

Hamburg, PA 19526 

 

Joann Himmelberger 

1152 Main St. 

Shoemakersville, Pa 19555 

 

David Seidel 

Grand View Manor 

129 Houck Rd 

Fleetwood, Pa 19522 

 

Peggy Marquette 

210 Constitution Dr. 

Hamburg, Pa 19562 

 
 

                                 Nancy Leiby 

1237 Perry St. 

Reading, Pa 19604 

 
Bertha Stewart 

1040 Berks Rd. Berks Heim A233  

Leesport, Pa 19533 

 

http://www.ldr.org/


 

 

George Seidel 

   Grand View Manor Rm 7 

129 Houck Rd. 

Fleetwood, Pa 19522  

 

Jack & Dorothy Wertz 

Maiden Creek Place 

105 Dries Rd. Room 7 

Reading, Pa 19605 

 

Joanne Busch 

616 N.2
nd

 St 

Reading, Pa 19601 

 

Sandra Masters 

228-A Lutheran Home 

1 South Home Ave 

Topton, Pa 19562 

 

We extend sympathy to the family of William Miller 

who died. His funeral was held on Thurs. January 25. 

 

 
 

Faith Around Town 
                      

 Faith at the Movies   
 Faith at the Movies – “Places in the Heart”  

Tuesday, February 27
th

 at 7, p.m. At The Hamburg 

Strand Theater. $8.00 includes small popcorn and 

small drink. Come and watch a movie and then stay 

for the discussion.  

 

 

 Sponsors needed for Sunday Bulletins, 

Reading Eagle, & Hamburg Item for the month 

of February & March. Come on in, pick a date, 

and send a special message!! New Sheets are up! 

 

 

PLEASE SIGN-UP TO                                           

SPONSOR WORSHIP ITEMS IN 2018.                 

THERE ARE MANY OPEN DATES! 

 

Trip to Nashville 
 

April 23 to 28
th

, 2018. Cost is $749.00 per person 

double occupancy single is 249.00 more. Deposit of 

$200.00 per person needed to put your name on the 

bus list.  Package includes 5 nights lodging, 5 

breakfasts, 3 dinners including Nashville nightlife 

dinner and show.   You will also have a Guided tour 

of Nashville, see the Country Music Hall of Fame, 

see a show at Grand Ole Opry and walk around the 

Opryland Hotel, tour RCA Studio B Tour, and the 

Johnny Cash Museum.  Bus stops every 2 to 3 hours.  

We will be seeing 3 shows. 

 

Contact Susan Lutz for more information.  Flyers on 

bulletin board.  Take one off if interested in trip. 

 

 

 

Church Reports 

 

 

Treasurers Report 

 
1-1-17 Beginning Balance  $20,301.89 

General Offering  $197,992.32 

Special Offering  $23,416.42 

Sub-Total  $241,710.63 

Current Expenses  $223,393.19 

Balance  $18,317.44 

12-31-17 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

Thank you and You’re Welcome! 

 
THANKS again to those who just finished their 

terms of service.   Your efforts were greatly 

appreciated.   

Council:  Joe Leone, Bill Deibler, Jerry O’Brien, 

Dawn O’Brien, and Brian Moroney 

Nominating Committee:   Wanda Hoherchak 

Audit Committee:   Rita Decker 

 



 

 

 WELCOME to our new council/committee 

members, following the annual meeting elections.   

We thank you for your willingness to serve. 

Council:   Tina Blake and Michael Potts 

Nominating Committee:   Brian Moroney and Venus 

Fioravanti 

Audit Committee:   Faye Heckman 

 

 

*** We are still in need of members to fill Council 

positions.   Thank you for your prayerful 

consideration when contacted by the Nominating 

Committee.   Council will attempt to appoint 

members for one year positions to fill those left 

vacant after our election.   Contact Wanda Hoherchak 

or Eileen Puglia asap if you would consider this 1 

year of service. *** 

Council Corner  
 

 Church council met on Tuesday, 

January 9, 2018. President Puglia began the 

meeting by thanking the members of council, 

who will be leaving council, for their service. 

She reminded everyone that we still need new 

people to run for council positions. 

 

             Council reviewed two minor changes 

to the 2018 budget to reflect actual expenses. 

Council approved the two changes which 

brings the 2018 budget to a total of $306,252. 

These changes are included in the budget 

submitted with the annual meeting packet.  

 

 

  Council approved enrolling Pastor 

Bruce through the Synod in the Professional 

Leaders aid for continuing education 

program. This means that the monies put 

aside in the budget for continuing education 

for Pastor will be sent to the Synod for their 

management. 

 

         

WELCA reported that 26 reverse advent 

boxes were delivered to Safe Berks. 

 

          Plans for our new directory are 

proceeding and will begin with pictures being 

taken by Lifetouch photography on April 9, 

10th, 19th, 20th, and 21st. All church 

members will be asked to sign up for a time 

to have their photographs taken for the new 

directory.  Submitted by Lucille Gough 
 

 

 

 
 

SNOW SHOVELING VOLUNTEERS 
The Property Committee is seeking volunteers to 

help with snow shoveling this winter. A sign-up 

sheet for volunteers will be posted on the bulletin 

board in mid-November. If you are interested in 

helping, please sign the sheet for the week(s) that 

you are willing to cover this responsibility. 

If you have any questions about the responsibilities    

of a shoveling volunteer, contact Michael Puglia, or 

any Property Committee member. Thank you. 

 
 
 

 
 

HAPPY KNOTTERS/Quilters 
 

    The Happy Knotters need people willing to sew 

quilt tops together; they do not have to be perfect. 

Cut squares and instructions can be picked up in 

the church office & finished quilt tops shall be 

returned to the church office. Please sign the paper 

in front of the quilt when you take squares.  

    Contact the office to donate or for information on 

this group which meets on the second and fourth 

Tuesdays from 9 – 11 a.m.   

Hey Facebookers who are Happy Quilt Knotters!  

Why not join facebook.com/groups/LWRQuilters? 

 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/LWRQuilters


 

 

VHV – Volunteer Hospital Visitor Program 

Training. Could you give 1 day per month? 

Do you folks that present with gifts of compassion, 

strong faith and integrity to visit folks in the hospital? 

How do we support that program? Well we offer 

training, shadowing and a network of other  trainers, 

leaders and volunteers to support your volunteers to 

visit not just your members – but any Lutherans 

hospitalized at either of the these locations. 

Ultimately, in addition to the pastor’s presence, these 

trained volunteers bring patients more means of faith 

based connectedness in community while patients are 

dealing with their health needs. 

Goal: We seek to gather gifted folks to go through 

the training and sign up for at least 1 weekday a 

month in which they would go to the hospital and 

visit any and all Lutheran patients. If any trained 

volunteers desire to offer more of their time, we have 

a system of signing up for that too. 

Please have your identified folks sign up for Our 

Upcoming Training Event which will be on February 

7
th

, 2018, from 4:30 pm – 7:30 pm at Becker’s St. 

Peter’s Lutheran Church located at 265 Maidencreek 

Rd., Fleetwood, Pa. 19522. Phone: 610-944-8733. 

Dinner will be provided and available from 4:30pm  

To Register please call Linda Zawaski at  

610-914-7331 or Julie Osterhout at610-678-1782 

Cost to attend is free. 

 

Martin Luther’s Malt 

In order to fully complete the fundraising effort that 

is Martin Luther's Malt, the lager produced by 

Saucony Creek Brewing Company in Kutztown this 

past October, the remaining bottles need to be 

sold.  About 200 remain. The cost is now 2 for $30, 3 

for $40 and a case of 12 for $160.  Please be 

in touch with Pastor Bruce to arrange 

payment/pickup/delivery. By law you are not allowed 

to purchase the bottles from the brewery.  When all 

of the beer is sold we will likely be able to forward 

about $3,500 to ELCA Disaster Relief for Hurricane 

Relief, $3500 to Bear Creek Camp for the new cabin 

campaign, and $3500 to the Potato Project for its 

2018 growing season. Please purchase some.  

 

Farm Family Appreciation 

Celebration-                             

Hamburg Field House 

Sat. March 17 Doors open at 6:15 p.m., Dinner 

Buffet from 7-8 p.m. Hoedown and Country Music 

by The Outlaws 8-11 p.m. Registration due by March 

2 limited to 900 people. Visit nepasynod.org to 

register for the event. open to farm families and those 

who support them. 

 

YOUTH EVENT – Grades 6-12   

Sun. Feb. 11 from 5-7:30 pm @                                

St. John’s/Hamburg 

Calling all Zion’s youth in Grades 6-12. come to the 

Big Event at St. John’s, Hamburg. Boundaries: I and 

God, a free event, with a teen praise band, Stacy 

Butler-a motivational speaker and likely Bear Creek 

Camp staff too. Relying on God when faced with 

peer pressure and life’s challenges.  Pastor Bruce will 

be in attendance. PLEASE SIGN UP IF YOU ARE 

PLANNING TO ATTEND! 

 

 

Hamburg Strand Classics Night series                         

See “Casablanca” on Tues. Feb. 13 at 7 p.m.         

See “Grease” on Tues. March 13 at 7 p.m.                   

See “Singing in the Rain” on Tues, April 10 

at 7 p.m. 

 

Adult Retreat at Bear Creek  

Camp - April 6-8                                            

Pastors Bruce and Julie Osterhout will lead a study  

of the 10 Commandments, in the Retreat House 

basement.  Bunk bed accommodations on 3,000 

beautiful Pocono Mountain acres. 5 group sessions, 

plenty of free time. $90 per person covers 5 meals 

and 2 nights lodging. This is the same weekend as the 

Catechism Retreat.  Details are available in the 

Church office and in the Adult Study Room.  



April 6-7-8, 2018  Adult Retreat @ Bear Creek Camp Outline 
This event is held in conjunction with the Berks County Catechism Retreat 

Adults will be housed in the Retreat Center. Meals and Sunday morning worship will be shared 

with the catechism retreat participants. Sessions will be held in downstairs. There will be plenty 

of coffee. There are 3,000 acres of woods to enjoy during free time! 

The 10 Commandments are the theme of the weekend. The adult retreat leaders are a clergy 

couple: Pastor Julie Osterhout (k25music@aol.com) who serves with the people of Trinity 

Lutheran Church- Wernersville and her husband, Pastor Bruce Osterhout 

(pastorbruce@zionslutheran.org), who serves with the people of Zion’s Lutheran Church-

Shoemakersville. You are invited to contact them with questions about the weekend. 

Friday evening                                                                              

Introductions. What do you know about the 10 Commandments? 

Where do you find them in the Bible?                                         

What was the purpose of them? 

Saturday morning                                                                        

When/where did the Israelites get them?                                           

Where did they keep them? The Torah.                                               

How many laws are there in the Old Testament? 

Saturday afternoon                                                                            

What does Martin Luther say about the 10? 

Saturday evening                                                                                  

How do you apply the 10 to your life today?                                  

Law versus Gospel in tension. How does the world use the 10? 

Sunday morning                                                                                           

What does it mean to be legalistic? How is the Bible defined? The 

United States Supreme Court – the logic of judges, the rule of law, 

The Great Commandment of Jesus 

mailto:k25music@aol.com


 

 

   

 

February Birthday Calendar 2018

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 

 

Melissa Gruber 

Alyssa Noecker 

Adrienne Puglia 

Deanna Puglia 

Phil Kerr 
 

2 

Scott Lopez 

Kyleigh Mengel 
 

3 

4 5 

 

6 

 

Keith Seidel 

7 

Brayden Heckman 

Cathleen Mengel 
 

8 
James Blandford 

9 
 

Keith Hertzog 

10 
 

Wesley Trabosh 

11 12 
 

Christina Steffy 

Jane Francis * 

13 
 

Alyz Mazaika 

14 
 

Lauren Werley-Wolf 
Katelyn Heckman 

15 
 

Tiffany Youse 

16 
 

Carolyn Geist 

Cynthia Sunday 

17 

18 

 

Mikalee Kerr 
Eric Seidel 

19 

 

20 

 

Jory Heckman 
Bryon Leiby 

21 

Patricia Adam 

Lois DeTurk 

Kenneth Reppert 
 

22 
 

23 

 

Zachary Hoherchak 

24 

 

Ernest Heckman 

25 

 
Carielle Geist 

Tyler Pond 

26 

 
Joel Werley 

Ruth Wilhelm 

27 28   *Shut in 



 

 

   

                                                         February Calendar of Events 2018

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

31 

8:00am Worship 
9:15am S.School 

10:30am Worship 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
7:00pm AA.-AL-Anon 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

7:15pm Choir 
 

1 

 
 
 

 

 
 

6:00 pm Worship & Music 

 
7:00pm Bells/8:00pm Brass 

 

2 3 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

5:00 pm Worship 

7:00pm A.A. 
 

4 

8:00am Worship 

9:15am S.School 

10:30am Worship 

SOUPER BOWL 

5 Office Closed 

 

 

 
7:00pm Committee Head Mtg. 

 
6:30pm Cub Scouts 

7:30pm Boy Scouts 

6 

 

 

 
 

 

7:00pm AA.- AL-Anon 
 

 

7 

 

 

 

6:15  pm Adult Bible Study 
 

7:15pm Choir 

8 

 

9:00am Cemetery mtg.@ 

Zions Cemetery  

 
 

7:00pm Bells/8:00pm Brass 

 

9 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

5:00pm Worship 
7:00pm A.A. 

11 

8:00am Worship 
9:15am S. School 

10:30 am Worship 

 

Passion Sunday 

 

Photo Sign up 

 

 

12Office Closed 

 

March Newsletter Deadline 

 

 
6:00pm Labyrinth 

 

6:30pm Cub Scouts 
7:30pm Boy Scouts 

 

 

13 

 
9-11  Knotters 

 

2:00 pm Lent/Labyrinth 
 

7:00pm Council Mtg. 

 
7:00pm AA.-AL-Anon 

 

 

14 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

11:00am Lent/Labyrinth 

 

Valentine’s Day 

 

5:45 to 6:45pm Meal/Study/Craft 

6:45-7:15pm Worship 

 

7:15pm Choir 

15 

 
11:30 am Lenten Service- 

Zion Lutheran Perry 

 
11:00am Zions Seniors 

 

 
7:00pm Bells/8:00pm Brass 

 

16 

 
 

Opportunity House Meal 

served 
 

 

 
 

 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:00 pm Worship 
7:00pm A.A. 

 

 

18 

Lent 

8:00am Worship 

9:15am S. School 

10:30 am Worship 
 

Photo Sign up 

 
 
  

19Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm Cub Scouts 

7:30pm Boy Scouts 

 

20 

 

2:00 pm Lent/Labyrinth 

 

 

 

7:00pm AA.-AL-Anon 

21 

11:00am Lent/Labyrinth 

 

 

5:45 to 6:45pm Meal/Study/Craft 

6:45-7:15pm Worship 

 

7:15pm Choir 

 

 

22 

11:30 am Lenten Service- St. 
Mary Roman Catholic 

 

Mail Team #2 
 

 

7:00pm Bells/8:00 p.m. Brass 

23 

 

24 

 
 

 

 
 

5:00pm Worship 

7:00pm AA-AL-Anon 

25 
8:00am Worship 

9:15am S. School 

10:30 am Worship 
 

Photo Sign up 

 
 

 

26 Office Closed 

 

 

 

6:30pm Cub Scouts 

7:30pm Boy Scouts 

 

27 
9-11  Knotters 

 

2:00 pm Lent/Labyrinth 
 

 

 
7:00pm AA.-AL-Anon 

28 

11:00am Lent/Labyrinth 

 

5:45 to 6:45pm Meal/Study/Craft 

6:45-7:15pm Worship 

 

 

 

7:15pm Choir 

   



Northern Berks 
Ministerium 
Lent Series 
Thursdays, 11:30 AM 

Service of Prayer 

Soup & Bread Lunch 

Free Will Offering 
Supports the Ministerium's 
Outreach Assistance 

to the Needy 

February 15 

... In the Shouting Crowd? 
Zion Lutheran 
Perry Twp. 

February 22 
... As a Spectator? 
St. IVlary Roman Catholic 

Tilden Twp. 

March 1 
... As a Confessor? 
St. John Lutheran 
Hamburg 

March 8 
... As a Sympathizer? 
Friedens Church 
Shartlesville 

March 15 
... As His Family? 
St Paul "Smoke" Lutheran 
Edenburg 

March 22 
... As a Demonstrator? 
Zion Blue Mountain UCC 

Strausstown 

March 30, Good Friday 
... When He Was Crucified? 
11 AM Cross Walk 
(Victory Chapel, N 4 th St.) 

12 PM Service · 

First UCC, Hamburg 
(No Luncheon) 



Historic Dreibelbis Farm 

ce ~ DMSr [ !monstm Uon 
2 pm - Saturday, February 3 rd 

If weather allows, we'll cut & 

harvest blocks of ice, haul ice to 
our ice house and demonstrate 
tools used. A bonfire, horse-drawn 
wagon rides and refreshments are 
planned. Donations will be gratefully accepted. 

The Historic Dreibelbis Farm is 
located south of the village of 

Virginville along Rte. 143. 
GPS street address is 
356 Hard Hill Road, 
Hamburg 19526. 

Visitors should dress warmly 
and be able to walk on rough or 

slippery farm lanes. 

Event is Rain or Shine ... 
Only a Blizzard will cancel. 

For more information, visit us on Facebook, 
the web at www.dreibelbisfarm.org, 

call Mark Dreibelbis at 610-488-7896, 
or email us at DreibelbisFarm@gmaiLcom. 



 

 

   

 

“Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church of Perry Township”                                                                                                                                           

Web: www.zionslutheran.org   Like us on Facebook       
354 Zions Church Rd, Shoemakersville, PA 19555 Church Office:  610-562-3112 

Church Office Email is churchoffice@zionslutheran.org 

The Church Office is open Tuesdays - Fridays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Worship Services:  Saturdays at 5 p.m., Sundays 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.                                                                 Sunday 

School classes for all ages at 9:15 a.m. Come and Grow in Your Faith!      

Check out www.livinglutheran.org and subscribe                 

God’s Purpose for Zion’s is to welcome and empower people to grow in faithfulness  

and service to His mission through the Gospel.                                                                                              + Jesus is 

Lord and Savior + Honest and open communication   + Create and sustain healthy relationships                                                          

+ Share our faith through our daily life + Recognize and encourage people’s spiritual gifts. + Perseverance 
 

Zion’s Lutheran Church Staff 
The Rev. Bruce G. Osterhout, Pastor (Cell: 610-914-2795) Email: pastorbruce@zionslutheran.org, 

Administrative Assistant, Amanda Grow; Director of Music Ministry, Don Ryan;   Hand Bells/Brass, Steven Turner; 

Custodians, Ruth Hoppes, Brian Moroney, and Karen Mengel; Treasurer, Sandra Moroney 
 

2017 Congregation Council Members/Retiring and New:                                                                                                        
President: Eileen Puglia; Vice President: Wanda Hoherchak; Ruth Ann Eyer,  Lucille Gough, Mark Dreibelbis, Susan 

Lutz. Thank you to Jerry and Dawn O’Brien, Brian Moroney, Joe Leone, Bill Deibler, and Mitch Shestok for 

serving.  We welcome Mike Potts and Tina Blake to the Congregation Council.  4 members need to step up and 

volunteer to be appointed to a one year term so that the Council will have full leadership. Please contact Eileen or Wanda 

if you are willing to serve for one year. The election of 2018 officers will be held on February 13. Please pray for new 

leaders to come on board 
                 

Community Ministries @ Zion’s    
Mon nights: Cub Scouts 6:30 pm Boy Scouts 7:30 pm – Pack/Troop 163 LABYRINTH DEDICATION APR. 9 

A.A. and Al-Anon meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.      A.A. meets on Saturdays at 7 p.m.      
 

Regular Weekly Activities - Please Join in                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Handbell Rehearsal:  Thursdays 7 p.m.   Brass Rehearsal: Thursdays at 8 p.m. 

Adult Choir Rehearsal: Wednesdays 7:15 p.m.    Adult Bible Study: Wednesdays 6:15 p.m. 

www.readysetreadberks.org Read to a 2
nd

 grader a Perry School (8:30-9:15) Tilden School (3:30-4:30) 
 

Regular Monthly Activities – Please Join in                                                                                                                         
Quilt-Knotters: Second/Fourth Tuesdays 9 - 11 a.m. in the Gold Room (You also can work at home!)                                                                                

Zion’s Senior Adult Fellowship: Thursday, Feb. 15
th
 at 10:30 a.m. Lenten Worship @ 11:30 a.m.  

Zion’s Book Group: Next Meeting is Thurs. Feb. 15
th 

at 7 p.m.  Discussing Big Little Lies by Liam Moriarty 

Serve the Opportunity House Meal every third Friday of the month, Fri. Feb. 16 
 

 Food Distribution Volunteers are always welcome each month: 
On the 3

rd
 Saturday, Feb. 17 from 7:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Lutheran Church of Holy Trinity, Leesport.             

On the 4
th
 Tuesday of the month from 5 - 8 p.m. Volunteers are always welcome at the                                                        

Hamburg Middle School Pantry Distribution, Feb. 27th   You can get community service hours! 
 

Visit the Hamburg Salvation Army Family Thrift Store – Take Clothing Donations there – Volunteer - Shop 
 

Recent Veterans can get help at keystonemilitaryfamilies.com 331 Main St. Shoemakersville.                                                   

More info on Facebook.  Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m 

2018 Mission Trips to consider 

April 8-15 to Eastern Kentucky $100 pers person 

July 29-Aug. 3 to Puerto Rico 

http://www.zionslutheran.org/
mailto:churchoffice@zionslutheran.org
http://www.livinglutheran.org/
mailto:pastorbruce@zionslutheran.org
http://www.readysetreadberks.org/


 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zion’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
354 Zions Church Road, Shoemakersville, PA 19555  

Purpose Statement:  
God’s Purpose for Zion’s is to welcome and empower people to grow in faithfulness and service to His mission through the Gospel.  

 Jesus is Lord & Savior      Honest & open communication      Create and sustain healthy relationships   

  Share your faith through our daily life      Recognize and encourage people’s spiritual gifts      Perseverance   

 A congregation united in Christ making Zion’s a destination, not an obligation  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  February 2018  
                                                                    Zion’s 

Messenger 
Saturday Worship:  5 pm 

Sunday Worship Services:  8 am & 10:30 am  
Sunday School at 9:15 a.m. 

Pastor:  Rev. Bruce Osterhout 

Pastor’s Cell: 610-914-2795 

Church Phone: 610-562-3112 

Church Fax:      610-562-0461 
Church Email: churchoffice@zionslutheran.org 

Church Website: www.zionslutheran.org 

 

mailto:pastorbruce@zionslutheran.org?subject=Email%20request%20
mailto:churchoffice@zionslutheran.org
http://www.zionslutheran.org/



